CHAPTER   XVIII

ITALY ATTACKS GREECE. OUR WESTERN
DESERT OFFENSIVE STARTS WELL

IN the middle of October (1940) the situation was briefly as
follows:

In the Western Desert the Army held a series of defended
positions due south from a point just east of Mersa Matruh; the
latter was in a defended perimeter. Armoured formations roamed
about to the south to meet any outflanking moves by similar
Italian formations. Behind this front Collishaw now had No. 33
Squadron with Hurricanes, Nos. 80 and 112 with Gladiators^
No. 113 with Blenheim IVs, Nos. 211 and 55 with Blenheim Is.

For the air defence of Alexandria and the Suez Canal No, 30
Squadron Blenheims, No. 273 Squadron Hurricanes, plus one and
a half Egyptian Gladiator squadrons. In Egypt No. 84 Squadron
Blenheim Is had just arrived from Iraq, and No. 70 was in process
of replacing its Valencias with Wellingtons at Kabrit, the first of
the six Treaty aerodromes to be completed in the Canal Zone.
This squadron had already begun night attacks on Italian ports.
No. 216 Squadron with Bombays was also operating against
Tobruk and Benghazi with such machines as were not required for
important communication work. No. 267 Communication Squad-
ron had still got only one Hudson and a Q,.6 in addition to various
short-range two-seaters. We badly needed a special machine at
the disposal of General Wavdtt; instead he wallowed slowly from, A
to B in a Bombay. Luckily he slept well in the air3 even on the tram
seats of a troop-carrier or service Hudson. No. 3 Australian
Squadron was completing with Gladiators.

In the Sudan, Slatter had been reinforced to the extent of
another Blenheim squadron, No. 45, the Rhodesian No. 237 from
Kenya which still had its old biplanes, a flight of Gladiators at
Port Sudan known as K Flight, and No, 403 Vincent Flight, for
special work in support of the Abyssinian patriots who were just
getting on the war-path against the Italians in the Lake Tana
area.

At Aden, Reid had been reinforced by No. n Squadron of
Blenheims and his garrison consisted of two Indian Infantry
battalions* the Bikanir camel corps and a mountain battery.
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